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Ah, summer.  Itôs Sabbath time.  Although, maybe, when you hear the word 
ñSabbath,ò it doesnôt so much beckon you as remind you of an Old Testament 
commandment, and of subsequent ñparent tapesò to set aside Sundays for 
worship and religious activities. 
 
Sabbath time is more than this.  Not so much religious obligation, as it is Godôs 
gift of rest and renewal.  Not just rest as a quick pit stop to refuel for the next 
breakneck round on the speedway of life, nor leisure time as merely 
entertainment or recreational doings.  Sabbath time is, above all, the experience 
of peace, of shalom, the fullness of a ripe garden, the enjoyment of time in the 
present moment as complete in itself.  In summer, God offers us Sabbath time 
for subterranean rest and rejuvenation. 
 
Many occasions can offer Sabbath rest:  time set aside for prayer, retreats, 
walks by the lake, in the woods or on the prairie, sunrise or sunset, quiet 
moments sipping tea, holding in your heart the smile of a child or the echo of a 
song or a poem.  It is good to be intentional about such times, and to honor 
them as essential to the experience of being fully human. 
 
To be truly restorative, Sabbath time will likely also entail a contemplative 
awareness of the sacred quality of the life and the world that we inhabit.  In 
other words, it is more than simply getting away from work and daily routine. 
 
In Weavings, Wendy Wright calls all this ñgarden time.ò  She says, ñA garden is 
a sacred space.  But a garden is not only space, it is also time.  Time of the 
earthôs gracious, steady generativity.  Time of the rhythmic changes of the 
seasons, the processes of flowering and decay, invisible mutation of life forms 
one into another.  Time of resting and reapingé  Time to heal wounds, forgive, 
regenerate.  Time to anticipate a new world, a world in which justice, peace and 
mercy flourishé  True garden time,ò she says, ñis graciously empty.  Unfilled, it 
allows us access to the most wondrous spaciousness.  A space where time 
does not exert a vise grip on us.  A space where time becomes an expansive 
companion, a cosmic capaciousness unbounded for our roaming.ò 
 
Such Sabbath time I wish for you this summer, and for us all. 
 

 

Sunday, July 4 
Worship 8:30ðGarth 

and 10:00ðJCH 

Summer Sunday School 

beginsð10:00 

12:00-Deerfield Parade 

and Lemonade at FPCD 

1:00ï ORGANWORKS 

with Bill Crowle  

 

Sunday, July 11 

Holy Communion 
Worship 8:30-Garth  

and 10:00ðSNC 

Sunday Schoolð10:00 

11:00ï Reception  

honoring Elma Phillips 

for 20 years of service 

at FPCD 

 

Sunday, July 18 
Worship 8:30ðGarth  

and 10:00ðJCH 

 

Sunday, July 25 

HYMN SING 

WORSHIP 
Worship 8:30ðGarth  

and 10:00ðSNC 

Sunday Schoolð10:00 

 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

TUESDAY 

AUGUST 3: 

CHURCH PICNIC 

AND GAMES 

Jewett Park 

4-8 p.m. 
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ñLemonade for All!ò 4th of July is on Sunday. The Deerfield 4th of July 

Parade kicks off at noon. Join the Fellowship and Outreach Committee 

to serve lemonade to the parade watchers. Following the Parade our own 

Bill Crowle will play a special 4th of July concert in the Sanctuary. In-

vite neighbors and friends to celebrate the day. 

  

Highlights from the  

Clerk of Session... 

At its regularly scheduled meeting on June 21, your Session: 
 

- Received reports from Ministries, Councils and Staff, highlighting recent events and outlining future programs. 

- Received accolades from Chicago Presbytery for the outstanding job done by FPCD in hosting the recent stated 

 meeting. 

- Learned that the Pastor Nominating Committee has elected its leadership team, is meeting regularly, and plans 

 to update the congregation on a regular basis on its progress. 

- Adopted a Statement of Understanding Between FPCD and Christian Beginnings  which celebrates 30 years 

 of working together and ensures a continued relationship. 

- Reviewed and discussed calendar dates for 2010-1011 and adopted a working calendar.  Many exciting  

 activities are planned.  Continue to watch the Messenger and visit our website 

 ( w ww.firstpresbyterianchurchofdeerfield.org )  

- Approved the Music Makers 2010-2011 concert series for 2010-2011. 

- Approved the Boy Scout Troop 52 major events for 2010-2011 and discussed ways in which we at FPCD can 

 better support this active troop. 

- Held a first reading on an Information Privacy Policy .  Discussion will resume at the next scheduled meeting. 

 
Save the date! Our annual kick off Fun Fair/Deacon's Picnic 

will be held on August 29 following the 10:00 a.m.  
Worship.   There will be food,   activities and opportunities to 

see what the Fall   will bring to First Presbyterian.  
You wonôt want to miss this event for all ages! 

http://www.fisrstpresbyterianchurchofdeerfield.org/
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MUSIC NOTES 
 

First Presbyterian Churchôs annual Ravinia outing will be on Saturday night July 24th.  The Chicago 

Symphony Orchestra and renowned soprano Rene Fleming will be performing Richard Straussô ñFour Last 

Songsò.  The program will also include Straussô ñDon Juanò, Robert Schumannôs ñConcertstuckò and 

ñIntroduction and Allegro Appassionatoò.  The concert begins at 7:30 and tickets are $25 a piece.  If you are 

interested, ticket orders need to be into Mike Nelson by July 5th . 

 

The Womenôs Ensemble will be singing on Sunday morning July 25th for the 8:30 

and 10:00 worship services.  Rehearsal will be on Wednesday night July 21st from 

7:30-8:30 in the Choir Auditorium.  Music can be picked up starting July 18th in the 

Friendly Office.  ALL WOMEN are invited to join us! 

 

The Women's  Ensemble will lead us in Hymns from  the 19th and 20th Century.  

      Join us as we sing Give me That Old time Religion and the more contemporary  And 

      They Will Know We Are Christians by Our Love. 

 

Your Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) has been busy, 
meeting each week since their election on June 6.   The 
PNC consists of Kenn Ashley, Suzy Carroll, Ryan Chris-
topoulos, Ray Craig, Barbara Enns, Judy Fuller, David  
Griffin, Wendy Mineau and Susan Rudd.  On June 13, they 
were oriented to their work by their Chicago Presbytery 
Committee on Ministry liaison, Dorothy Bartlett-Svehla.  At 
their next meeting they elected these leaders:  David Grif-
fin as chairperson, Suzy Carroll as vice-chairperson, Bar-

bara Enns and Susan Rudd as Recording Secretary, Ray Craig Corresponding Secretary, 
Judy Fuller and Kenn Ashley, Co-Treasurers, Wendy Mineau, Publicity and Ryan Chris-
topoulos as ñtech guy.ò  They have studied the Report of the Vision Team (available on our 
website, www.firstpresbyterianchurchofdeerfield.org), and are now beginning to draft the 
Church Information Form, a description of  our congregation which will be available nation-
ally for the perusal of all pastoral candidates.  
 
Let us hold in prayer the members of our PNC and their important work on our behalf. 

This summer, Elma Phillips celebrates her twentieth anniversary of service 

to the First Presbyterian Church.  We will gather for a reception on Sunday, 

July 11, after the 10:00 a.m. worship service to honor our partner in the 

kitchen for TNT preparation and cleanup, the Mary-Martha Loungeôs primary 

ñMartha,ò our friend who keeps our hospitality spaces looking neat and wel-

coming.  Come join us to honor and thank Elma Phillips. 

 

http://www.firstpresbyterianchurchofdeerfield.org/
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 Forty-three  high school youth and chaperones spent a week of service in the Yucatan 

Peninsula. The attendees wired, framed and poured four support columns for the roof of 

the church. They were blessed to have the leadership of Ramon Celies. 

Faithful Servants�³ Mexico 2010 


