
THE 

     MESSENGER 

May 2010  

 

 

 

PNC Orientations 

May 2 and 4 
Sunday, May 2 at 9:45 in 

the Mary Martha 

Lounge; 

Tuesday, May 4 at 7:30 in 

John Calvin Hall 
 

 

Motherôs Day 

Sunday, May 9 
Worship at 8:30, 9:45 and 

11:00 a.m. 

Education Hour at 9:45 

 

ñHugs for Chrisò 

Concert 

Friday, May 14 
7:00 p.m. in John Calvin Hall 

 

Baccalaureate 

Sunday 

May 16 
Worship at 8:30 and 9:45 

Education Hour at 9:45 

 

Confirmation  

Sunday 

May 23 
Worship at 8:30 and 9:45 a.m. 

 

Sunday, May 30 
One Service at 10:00 a.m. 

Anne Fisher 

Preaching 

In May the school year begins to draw to a close.   May is the month of our Baccalau-

reate and Confirmation Sundays.  We look forward to commencement.  We brace our-

selves for the impending departure of our graduates.  In May we also honor important 

guides: above all, mothers (May 9); but also teachers, advisors, mentors.  Anticipating 

the poignancy of transition, Iôm remembering something that Alan Paton wrote: 

 I see my son wearing long trousers, I tremble at this; 

 I see he goes forward confidently; he does not know so fully his own gentle-

ness. 

 Go forward, eager and reverent child, see here I begin to take my hand 

awayé 

 I shall see you walk careless on the edges of the precipice, but if you wish 

  you shall hear no word come out of me; 

 My whole soul will be sick with apprehension, but I shall not disobey you. 

 Life sees you coming, sees you coming with assurance, 

 Life lies in wait for you, and cannot but hurt you; 

 Go forward, go forward; I hold the bandages and ointment ready. 

 

We stand by.  We support.  We pray.  No wonder that the most central Christian image 

for God has always been Parental, 

  giving us birth, starting us out in life, providing for our needs 

   and our growing up ï showing us the way ï 

  God grants us freedom, and watches as we journey forth; 

  watches and cares as we make decisions, make mistakes, make do, 

  trusting us ï entrusting to us ï not interfering 

   but nurturing, hoping, aching with and for us 

   desiring for us all that is good and life-giving, 

  and holding the bandages and ointment ready. 

May God be with you, in your eagerness and venturing, in your caring, and in your 

cares. 

 
WELCOME TO OUR INTERIM ASSOCIATE PASTOR 

 

Welcome to the Rev. Dr. Anne Fisher, who hits the road running.  On her first Sunday, May 2, 

we will all receive and wear Name Tags, to help her connect names and faces.  On May 2nd 

Anne will not only lead worship at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. but at 9:45 she leads the first orienta-

tion session for potential PNC members.  (She leads the second session on May 4th also.)   

Between services, Presbyterian Women will provide a reception for Anne in the Mary Martha 

Lounge.  Then, on May 3, she and Kent Organ will co-lead First Monday Communion.  Anne, 

we welcome you to the worship, work and community of the First Presbyterian Church of 

Deerfield. 
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MANY, MANY THANKS...  
 

...to all the volunteers who helped make our churchôs celebration for David and Lorraine so very special.  

Over 70 helpers made sandwiches in the kitchen on Saturday, brought cheese, crackers, appetizer wraps, 

veggie trays, cookies and brownies, helped set up Calvin Hall, kept food and punch replenished, washed 

and dried dishes and made cleanup go smoothly.  We know David and Lorraine were grateful for all that 

was done in their honor.  What a wonderful event it was. Thanks to so many willing hands!  

                                                                Gratefully, Roberta Miller and Marian Robertson. 

 

At the regularly scheduled meeting on April 19, 2010, 

the Session of FPCD: 

 
- Examined and approved, for membership, 24 confirma-

tion candidates.  The candidates will be received into member-

ship at the 9:45 service on Sunday, May 23, 2010. 

- Received an update from the Vision Team.  The team 

plans to present a completed Mission Study for Session ap-

proval at the May 17, 2010 meeting. 

- Reviewed and approved the process for Selecting the Pas-

tor Nominating Committee. (See details in this issue of the 

Messenger.) 

- Welcomed representatives of the Chicago Presbyteryôs 
Committee on Ministry who led the group in a review of and 

thank-you for the ministry of David Eshleman.  A Covenant 

of Closure between, Rev. David Eshleman, FPCD, and the 

Committee on Ministry of the Presbytery of Chicago was 

adopted and signed. 

- Received reports from Staff, Session Ministries, Councils 

& Denominational Relations. 

- Adopted FPCD Policies and Procedures for Building Us-

age. 

- Endorsed Ryan Wallace to be enrolled by Presbytery as an 

inquirer and appointed a liaison to act with Ryan and with the 

Presbyteryôs Committee on Preparation for Ministry. 

- Authorized a task force to research plumbing issues and 

make a recommendation to Session regarding resolution and 

financing of the project. 

- Voted to call a Special Congregational Meeting on Sun-

day, June 6, 2010, for the purpose of electing Deacons, as 

nominated by the Church Officer Nominating Committee, 
and to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee as slated by 

Session and the Nominating Committee. 

Highlights from the  

Clerk of Session... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE 
 

A very special time in the life of our 
church is when a reception is held in 
the Mary -Martha Lounge.  There are a 
number of purposes for holding a re-
ception, sometimes for weddings, me-
morial services, celebrations and more.  
We are hoping there are 5 to7 people 
who would love to be a part of this kind 
of service to our congregation.  A RE-
CEPTION GUILD would involve setting 
up before the event --coffee, tea, juice, 
cookies, nuts and mints --clearing cups 
and plates during the reception and 
helping Elma clean up afterwards --
putting away the silver serving pieces 
and trays.  Why not give it a try, work-
ing beside experienced women who are 
willing to share their knowledge and 
procedures to make the process not 
only delightful for the people served 
but a most enjoyable experience shar-
ing Christian fellowship.?  If this is just 
the type of service you would enjoy be-
ing a part of or if you would like more 
information please call Dorothy John-
son or Ruth McCoy.  
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 Mission Ministry 
PADS   

- stepping in to support an 18 year old high school senior ï 
 

PADS is so much more than a homeless shelter! They offer multiple supportive services and are open 365 days of the year. Fami-

lies that have sought out PADS services are up 90% and children in those families are up a whopping 129% . Only 35% of their 

funding comes from government sources. 
 

      But these are cold facts/numbers   -   The soul, the strength and the determination of PADS clients 

                                    is reflected in the spirit of Bridgetééé.. 
 

  ééé.. Bridget (not her real name) is trying to create a future.    Her father was killed when she was 6 years old and her 

mother was a drug addict which eventually led to them being evicted from their home.  After moving to and from different 

friendsô homes, Bridget soon found herself abandoned by her mother.  Three months later Bridget told her school counselor and 

the counselor referred her to PADS.  During the process of being registered with PADS, her Client Advocate discovered that 

Bridget is on track to graduate this June from high school and she loves to jog and run on her schoolôs track team. As Bridget told 

the PADS Client Advocate, since becoming homeless jogging has become her refuge from the world.  ñThere is nothing like 

clearing your mind when you are out for a run.ò 
 

 PADS set Bridget up in the Family Center, arranged for the bus to pick her up for school, Social Security was contacted 

for death benefits entitled to her from her father, and medical and dental appointments were made. PADS is there to support her 

and to work to find her a more stable living environment. Meanwhile she is keeping up her grades and recently took second in a 

school track meet! 
 

 Many members of our congregation have assisted in the staffing and shopping once a month for the PADS site in Wau-

conda.   
 

  But there is another way to help.  PADS is holding its 9th Annual Walk to End Homelessness.  The date is Sun-

day, June 13th between 1pm and 4pm.  The walk will be held at the Ft. Sheridan Forest Preserve and on the sidewalks of 

the Town of Ft. Sheridan in Highland Park.  Our church will be  accepting donations and gathering a team to walk for the 

homeless.  Please Join US!!!  

CHURCHWIDE NOTIFICATION SYSTEM  
 

Have you wondered why you have not received any computerized phone messages of late?  We have recently found 
it necessary to drop the current voice service and because we are such a large and active congregation, we still feel it 
necessary to provide a system whereby each and every person that is part of our church family feels included and 
òinformed.ó 
 

With this in mind we are updating our e -mail database and plan to use a òtreeó system for notification of items of 
importance to all members and friends of our congregation such as changes in worship schedule, funeral notices and 
announcements of special events. 
 

To accomplish this end, we need your updated e-mail addresses.  Deacons have agreed to 
maintain lists for their parish care groups and provide the church with that information for 
the master database.  Due to concerns for privacy, we have decided NOT to publish e-mail 
addresses in our Family Directory. Additionally, no e -mail addresses will be provided to 
outside sources.  When contacted, we hope you will readily provide an e -mail where we 
can reach you and keep you informed.  If you do not have an e-mail address (or chose not 
to provide one), we will continue to provide phone and mail contact.  Our Staff and Volun-
teers are always committed to making certain that everyone feels òconnected.ó  We hope 
this will prove to be a convenience for everyone. 
 
And...check out our website at www.FirstPresbyterianChurchofDeerfield.org.  
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One of the greatest strengths of FPCD, as heard from the congregation by the Vision Team, is our education program. Opportunities 

are provided for our youngest attendees as well as our oldest.  Strong leadership is vital to this program.  The following introduction 

to the Christian Education Ministries is your invitation to share your Time and Talents in this vital area. 

 

MEET YOUR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRIES  

 
Christian Education Ministries seek to provide a nurturing atmosphere where students of all ages will feel comfortable in exploring 

what it means to be a Christian and seek to develop age-appropriate activities and programming that will challenge students to pro-

gress in their understanding of and commitment to a Christ-centered life. 

 

The Christian Education Ministries Council consists of at least two Elders serving on Session and the chairs of the following Chris-

tian Education Ministries committees.  Each committee offers a variety of  opportunities for involvement and welcomes your input.  

If you would like more information, please feel free to contact any of the individuals listed below. 

 

Christian Beginnings 

The purpose of Christian Beginnings is to provide weekday early childhood Christian education and day care for two to six year old 

children of the church and the surrounding community. The current board of Christian Beginnings: 

Maren Olson (Director), Judy Rundell (Asst. Director), Missy Maehl, Lisa Shick, Stacey Ditka, Christine Barr, Mary Claire 

OôDonnell, Elzan Ohlwein (Chair), Jack Pohn, Roxanne Wolter, and Anne Neuman 

 

Childrenôs Ministries 

The Childrenôs Ministries Committee oversees the Christian education of children of the church from birth to 5th grade.  Activities 

involve year-round Sunday morning programs, special activities such as Communion Workshop, Bible Presentation, the Christmas 

Pageant, Advent Workshop, and opportunities outside of Sunday School such as Safari Club outings.  Join in, in a big way or a li ttle 

way, you are welcome!  Current committee: 

Kelly Albrecht, Sherri Browdy, Trisha Egbers (Elder), Christy Markle, Marcella Garrett, Sandy Udoni, Julie Whitley 

(chair), Sara Rosheger, and Thom Cunningham (staff). 

 

Tuesday Night Together (TNT) 

TNT provides after-school Christian education each week, on Tuesday, for our youth in first through 12th grades.  Volunteers are 

welcome in all areas ï dinner, recreation, music, crafts, and bible study.  The current contacts: 

Gayle Meyers (chair) and Thom Cunningham (staff) 

 

Junior High Council  

The Junior High Council plans and executes the year-round activities for the Junior High (6th to 8th grade) youth of the church. Ac-

tivities include mission trip, service projects, retreats, confirmation process and fundraising activities to support these activities. Our 

youth need your support!  Current council: 

Sandi Weiskirch, Terri Graham, Cheryl Simon, Laura Olander, Debbie Tometz, Gayle Meyers, Sonia DiMatteo, Mary Cox, 

Chris Donaldson, Lisa Burns, Kathy Knezevic (Elder/chair), and Thom Cunningham (staff). 

 

Senior High Council 

The Senior High Council plans and executes the year-round activities for the High School (9th to 12th grade) youth of the church.  

Programs include Bible study, SOS (Sunday on Site), retreats, service projects, yearly mission trips, social events and fundraising 

activities to support these programs.  Current committee: 

Don and Kim Agostinelli, Carol Auwerter, Nancy Dahlberg, Eleanor Derleth, Susan Furmanski, Cindy Jarvis, Marie Kirby, 

Pat McIntyre (Elder), and Thom Cunningham (staff). 

 

Adult EducationCommittee 

The purpose of the Adult Education Committee is to aid, facilitate and accelerate meeting the churchôs Faith Development mission 

with the adult members of the congregation. They plan, implement, and promote Sunday morning and special interest programs. 

Current committee: 

Leah Ogden Adams (Elder), Roberta Miller, Mark Nagy, Judy Straight, Diane Wallace, Kate Welch, and Thom Cunning-

ham (staff). 

 

Christian Education Ministries is a lively and innovative area.  Please consider support-

ing these vital ministries with your Time and Talents. 
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ñThe Gospel of the Brothers of Jesusò          

          Led by Ron Miller  

May Adult Education  

 
Bible 101: Reintroducing the Book You Figure You Ought to Know (but donôt) 
          
         Led by The Reverend Dr. Kent Organ 

 

 
 

 

 

Tuesdays, through May 11, from 7:00 - 8:00 pm. in John Calvin Hall (Note:  May 4 class meets 6:30-7:30)       
   

Join our own Kent Organ as he leads this extensive, year-long Bible study. A bonus in having Kent as our Interim Pas-

tor is that he loves to teach. This course surveys the Old and New Testaments. Stop by the Friendly Office to pick up a 

schedule. 
 

May 4  The Heart of God       Isiah 52-53; Hosea 

May 11   Wisdom (the Writings): The Bibleôs Counter-Testimony  Proverbs; Ecclesiastes; Job  
            

Recommended: Harper Collins Study Bible (NRSV, 1993), The New Oxford Annotated Bible (NRSV, 2001), or The New Inter-

preterôs Study Bible (NRSV, 2003). 

Book Club 
 

ñThe History of Loveò 

by Nicole Krauss 

Friday, May 21 

9:30am-11:00am 

 in the  

Mary Martha Lounge  

Menôs Fellowship Breakfast 
 

Saturday,  

May 15 

 

8:00 am - 9:00 am  

in the  

Mary Martha Lounge  

 

 

 

May 2, 9, and 16  at 9:45 am in the Auditorium 
 
 
Martin Luther said that he would like to throw the Letter of James, the Letter of Jude, and the Letter to the Hebrews into 

the Elbe River since they do not preach the ñpure gospelò that Luther found in Paul.  Scholars today are exploring dif-

ferent forms of Christianity in the first century, especially the tension and eventual split between Paulôs churches and the 

mother church in Jerusalem, led by James until his martyrdom in 62CE.  The Jerusalem church 

sought leadership in the blood relatives of Jesus, like his brothers James and Jude.  We will 

explore some of the differences between these two early strands of Christianity. 
 
 

Ron Miller is a professor at Lake Forest College. Ron Miller has been a long time speaker and 

friend to our church. He serves as Chair of the Religious Studies program at Lake Forest Col-

lege and is co-director of  Common Ground. 

http://search.barnesandnoble.com/booksearch/imageviewer.asp?ean=9780399155345


 

Mission Ministry 
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Junior High  

Congratulations Seniors! 

Baccalaureate Sunday  

May 16 
The congregation is invited to join 

the graduating seniors and their 

families on Sunday, May 16 at 

9:45 a.m. A reception in their 

honor will be held in John Calvin 

Hall following the service. 

S
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Letôs congratulate the 

Confirmands on their hard 

work and commitment. There 

will be a reception for the 

congregation in  John Calvin  

Hall immediately following 

the 9:45 a.m.  service.  

Sign up online for the Junior High Mission Trip to Michigan from July 11 - 16.   

Scholarships are available. Questions? Email or call Thom. 

Friday Night Fun   May 7, 7:00 pm ï 9:30 pm 
  

 We end the FNF year with: The Worldôs Best Party Games!  Weôll have the white boards up for 

Pictionary, Charades, and Around the World Ping-Pong on the new tables. Of course for those who prefer, the 

conversation stations ï no agenda, just time to chill - will be open. Donôt forget that friends are welcome and to 

come in the South door. 
  Walt Disney said that many hands, hearts and minds contribute to any achievement, and thatôs 
true for the FNF program. So many people helped launched this active monthly program ï special 
thanks to the many parents who chaperoned; the Junior High Council; our energetic church staff and 
caring church members; the 8th grade leadership council and especially the middle schoolers who came 
each month because ñcome first Friday, First Pres is the place to beò! 

Meili Burns 

Maddie Cohen 

Morgan Cohen 

Brian Cummings 

Abby Cunningham 

Rachel Donaldson 

Michael Donovan 

Sean Graham 

Tom Kirby 

Emerson Kovich 

Willie Paul 

Libby Pettett 

Kiley Pohn 

Kylene Reed 

Sam Rock 

Sarah Rudd 

Tiffany Scheer 

Lauren Smith 

Allison Stomberg 

Anthony Tometz 

Matthew Tometz 

Carrie Trapani 

Jessica Waltz 

Nathan Weiskirch 

Meghan Agostinelli 

Michael Agostinelli 

Alex Albrecht 

Emmalie Beinlich 

Jack Bulzoni 

Wilson Derleth 

Jeremy Fahler 

Sam Felten  

Kayleigh Forlow 

James Grinnell 

Nick Hahn 

Justin Hermes 

Meredith Hicks 

Madison Lees 

Kyle McLean 

Erica Schneider 

Wes Schwartz 

Nicholas Scopelliti 

Nicholas Silas 

Oliver Speirs 

Caroline Stitcher 

Stephen Stitcher 

Adam Waltz 

Craig  Ward 

Trevor Zavagno 

Confirmation May 23   2010 Confirmands! 

Stronghold Retreat Weekend 
Thirty-nine junior highers spent the 

weekend of April 9-11 at Strong-

hold Castle in Oregon, IL.  There 

were games, Bible study, s'mores, 

sing-a-longs, football, frisbee and 

fun!  The Confirmands spent time 

writing their Statements of Faith, 

and they shared their confirmation 

experiences with the current 6th 

and 7th graders. If you've never 

been to Stronghold Castle, ask a 

junior higher to tell you about it! 
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FPCD is hosting the Chicago Presbytery June Assembly, Tuesday, June 8, 
2010, from 1 p.m. to 8 p.m.  We will need many helpers in a number of different  
areas.  Please look at the list below and find something you will be able to do.  

 
 

-  Greeters at each door in shifts of two to four hours from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.   
 twelve to twenty-four persons. June 8. 
 

-  Cookie/brownie  bakers (3 dozen) to be at church by noon June 8ð 
 ten bakers needed. 
 

-  Set up and servers for a cookie, coffee, tea reception from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. June 8ð  
 five people.   
 

-  Cake bakersðone cake any flavor, frosted in a 13x9 pan, to be at church by 4 p.m.   
 June 8--18 bakers needed. 
 

-  Parking lot attendants, our lots and Holy Cross, in shifts of two to four hours from 1 p.m. to 
 7 p.m. June 8 ð ten to eighteen persons.  

 

-  A driver for the Church van to shuttle people from Holy Cross to our Church, June 8 ð 
  one or two people.  
  
-  Choir members from 3:30 to 4:00 for the Worship Service, June 8 ð  As many as are able 

 to attend. 
 
-  Dinner servers from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., June 8. Dinner will be served family style at 6 p.m. 
  
-      Table setters for 250 attendeesðsome time Monday, June 7.  This will include small  
 centerpieces for each table. 
 
-  Clean up after dinner 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.ð June 8. 
 
 

For more information or to generously volunteer before we call you,  
please contact:  

 
Judy Straight  

                               or  
Callie Fisher  
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