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She was extraordinarily 

successful.  A leader in 

the telecommunications 

industry, she travels the 

world and is fluent in 

six languages.  But she 

remembers a time 

when her personal life 

was caving in.  In the 

midst of the darkness 

she made herself go to 

church on Easter, after 

years of staying away.  

Nothing remarkable 

happened that Sunday, 

she says.  A filled sanc-

tuary.  Banks of Easter 

lilies.  The closing 

hymn was ñChrist the 

Lord is Risen Today.ò  

She left, got in her car, 

and drove away.  That 

was that, she thought. 

 

But over the next sev-

eral days, she began to 

notice she was subtly 

changing.  She came to 

realize that she be-

lieved life was worth 

living again.  She was 

no longer afraid.  She 

was strong again in 

places that had been 

broken.  And this has 

been true for her ever 

since. 

 

Some come to Easter 

with the Hallelujah 

Chorus ringing in their 

ears.  Others come with 

doubt.  Some come 

with caved-in lives, and 

others come soaked in 

anticipation and joy.  

The risen Christ has 

promised to meet us all 

where we actually are.  

Holy Week begins with 

Palm Sunday (March 

28).  Then, on April 1, 

we join Christ and the 

Twelve at the Last Sup-

per on Maundy Thurs-

day ï our one Holy 

Communion service 

during April ï and fi-

nally the glorious cli-

max of Easter, the Day 

of Resurrection (April 

4). 

 

I pray that in this Holy 

Season you will experi-

ence a portion of our 

hope in Christ that con-

nects with your life and 

your need, and that you 

will let God lead you to 

a place where you can 

say Yes to the astound-

ing reality that lies be-

yond and behind the 

empty tomb.  Yes to 

faith, and Yes to trust in 

God, to whom be all 

honor and glory forever. 

. 

   

   

    

 

Maundy Thursday Service...  

The odd wordñMaundyò 

derives from the Latin 

ñmandatum,ò meaning 

command, Jesusô com-

mand to ñDo this, in re-

membrance of me.ò  On 

Maundy Thursday Chris-

tians gather at Table to 

reenact Christôs Last Sup-

per with his disciples.  

Our churchôs Holy Com-

munion service in the 

month of April will be on 

Thursday, April 1, at 7:30 

p.m. in the sanctuary, 

following 6:30 dinner in 

the Undercroft, hosted by 

our Deacons.  The 

Maundy Thursday service 

will conclude with a 

Tenebrae Service of 

Darkness in which, as the 

story of Jesusô arrest, trial 

and crucifixion is told, 

candles are extinguished 

and the lights dim.  In 

Tenebrae, we face the 

depths of Christôs passion 

so that we can more fully 

understand the astonish-

ing Good News of the 

Day of Resurrection that 

follows. 

Palm Sunday 

March 28 

Holy Week Begins 
Worship at 8:30, 

9:45 and 11:00 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Offering 

 

Maundy Thursday 

April 1  
Dinner 6:30  

Worship 7:30 

 

Good Friday 

April 2  
Church open from  

12:00-3:00 

for silent meditation 
 

Easter Sunday 

April 4  
Festive Worship 8:30, 9:45 and 

11:00 

 

Sunday, April 11 
Thom Cunningham Preaching 

8:30, 9:45 and  

11:00 a.m. 

 

Conversation with the Vision 

Team 8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 

 

Tuesday, April 13 
Conversations with the  

Vision Team 7:30 p.m. 

 

Sunday, April 18 
One Worship Service 10:00 a.m. 

Reception for David & Lorraine  

Eshleman at 11:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday, April 25 
David Eshleman Preaching 

8:30, 9:45 and 11:00 a.m. 
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THANK YOU, THANK YOU TO DAVID; WELCOME TO ANNE...  
 

April 2010 is Rev. David Eshlemanôs final month as our Associate Pastor.  On Sunday, April 18, following a single 

10:00 a.m. worship service, there will be a Thank You Reception for David and Lorraine Eshleman in John Calvin 

Hall at 11:00 a.m.  A light luncheon will be provided.  David will preach on April 25th, his final Sunday before his 

official retirement.  The Eshlemans look forward to moving to Michigan to be near their grandchildren.  The Session 

is pleased to announce that the Rev. Anne Fisher will be our Interim Associate Pastor, beginning May 1.   

See page 3 for more information.       

 

If you would like to help with setting up and/or food for the Eshleman reception, as well as the inevitable 

cleanup, please call either Roberta Miller or Marian Robertson to volunteer. 

At its March 15 meeting, your Session: 

 

- Approved the ñCovenant with An Interim Associate 

Pastorò as presented by the Personnel Committee (acting 

as the Interim Associate Pastor Search Committee) and 

welcomed Rev. Dr. Anne Fisher as the Interim Associate 

Pastor of FPCD.  Rev. Fisher will begin on May 1, 2010. 

 

- Reviewed responses from the congregation as pre-

sented by the Vision Team and considered a draft of a 

Vision Statement as prepared by the team.  Congrega-

tional conversation sessions on these papers are sched-

uled for Sunday, April 11 at 8:30, 9:45 and  11:00 in the 

Mary Martha Lounge and on Tuesday, April 13, at 7:30 

in the John Calvin Hall. 

 

- Received the first reading of a ñCovenant Between 

FPCD and Christian Beginningsò. 

 

- Received the first reading of  ñBuilding Usage Poli-

cies and Proceduresò and assigned revisions to a sub-

committee of Session. 

 

- Noted that the celebration of communion in April 

will be held on Maunday Thursday, April 1.  Dinner 

and service will begin at 6:30 in the Undercroft.  

Communion will not be served during the three ser-

vices on Easter Sunday, April 4.  The Brief Com-

munion Service will be held on Monday, April 5 as 

usual. 

Do you have Finance experience??? 

 

The Christian Beginnings Council is 

looking for a Volunteer for our Finance 

Position.  If you like working with num-

bers or are in the Accounting field, are a  

a church member and can go to 1 to 2 

evening meetings a month, we could use 

your help.  It would be a 2 to 3 year 

commitment or longer.   

Please consider being on our Council, it 

is very fulfilling.  For more information, 

please contact Elzan 

Ohlwein. 

 

Highlights from the  

Clerk of Session... 

Know a high school student 

who needs a dress for 

Prom?  Would she like to 

get her dress for FREE?   

 

The Glass Slipper Project 

has dresses and accessories 

to help outfit young women for Prom.  Bou-

tiques are coming up soon ï there are hundreds 

or dresses available ï most of them are brand 

new. 

 

Any high school female student with a current 

school ID and who is accompanied by a parent 

or guardian is welcome to shop at one of the 

Boutiques.  For information on the Boutiques or 

to volunteer, visit the Glass Slipper Project at 

www.glassslipperproject.org. 
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INTRODUCING THE REV. DR. ANNE FISHER... 
On March 15, the Session received and approved the Personnel Committeeôs enthusiastic recommendation of 

Anne Elizabeth Fisher to be our Interim Associate Pastor, beginning May 1st.  With Roberta Miller leading the 

search process, the committee developed both a job description and personal attribute list for Session 

approval.  The search committee received personal information forms from the Presbytery of Chicago and 

from candidates.  Each candidate was interviewed.  References were checked.  And Anne Fisher was chosen.  

Anne is uniquely gifted to contribute to the life and work of our church.  In her 

materials, she writes, ñAs 21st century Christians, we live with challenges to our 

faith and our beliefs in a diverse world. We need to remember that God loves the 

world, not just our little piece of it.ò  Anne Fisher has been doing interim ministry 

for twenty-one years,  serving congregations in Illinois and Wisconsin, ranging in 

size from 150-2100.  She was, for instance, Interim Pastor/Head of Staff for 

Clarendon Hills Community Presbyterian and for Evanston Northminster.  She 

was also Interim Executive for the Presbytery of Milwaukee.  David Eshelman, 

who has worked with Anne Fisher, calls her selection a ñcoupò for our church.  

Anne Fisher is a graduate of Princeton Theological Seminary, and earned a Doctor 

of Ministry from Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary.  She, her husband, 

Gregg Dana, and their two daughters live in nearby Gurnee.  Deep thanks to our 

search committee: Roberta Miller, Ted Ballent, Dean Geers, Bill Milligan, Pauline 

Norton and Ruthann Showerman. 

Mission Ministry 

    

What is Rebuilding Together? Low-

income elderly and families with dis-

abled members often have no place to 

turn when the roof begins to leak, the 

front steps crumble or interior home 

improvements need to be done. Rebuild-

ingôs goal is to help preserve those 

homes and neighborhoods and assure a 

warm, safe and dry home for people in 

need. Homeownership stabilizes and 

strengthens communities. 

There are over 200 Rebuilding Together 

affiliates helping to spread the spirit in 

all 50 states. Nationally, the Affiliate 

Network has completed more than 

100,000 homes across the nation; with 

the help of 2.5 million volunteers, Re-

building Together has delivered over $1 

billion in market value since its found-

ing.   

The Chicago North Suburban Chapter 

was formally incorporated in 1996. Its 

coverage area is north of the City of Chi-

cago, south of the Wisconsin border, 

west of Lake Michigan and east of I-

294. 

FPCD has fielded teams of volunteers 

over the years, but skipped the last two.  

Now we want to return to the field and 

help renew someoneôs home.  Work can 

range from yard work, to painting, to 

carpentry so all skill levels are welcome.  

We hope to have a team of 20-30 volun-

teers.  This is a great way to earn service 

points for mission trips!!  In the past, 

most houses have been in the Waukegan 

area (no guarantees) and the workday is 

typically 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   (P.S.  

This used to be called Christmas in April 

Watch for sign-ups in April at each of 

the church entrances.  For questions, 

contact David Griffin. 

 

Join Fellow Christians April 24 for Rebuilding Together 
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From the Vision Team... 
 

Starting with the congregational meeting last month, and continuing over the past 5 weeks, more than 175 people 

in our church community have shared responses to the three questions we posed about FPCD: What is most im-

portant  to me? What do I worry most about? If I could change one thing at FPCD. We also promised to share the 

findings with you to make sure the Vision Team has an accurate picture of how the congregation feels prior to 

writing our Mission Statement for the pastor search. After reviewing all the responses, below is our first draft of  

ñWhat We Heard.ò  To make sure we did hear you accurately, the Vision Team is planning four identical 

ñconversation sessionsò to fit your schedule. The first three will be held Sunday morning April 11 at 8:30, 9:45 & 

11 AM in the Mary Martha Lounge. The Fourth session will be Tuesday, April 13th, at 7:30 p.m. in John Calvin 

Hall after Bible 101. Please review the findings below and then join one of our upcoming conversation sessions to 

share your thoughts and learn more about our progress.    ï Bill Milligan, for the Vision Team  

 

WHAT THE VISION TEAM HEARD FROM THE CONGREGATION  
 

We have many strengths as a church: 
 

We are a multi-generational church with a generous, project-oriented congregation. 
 

We are a caring Christian community whose strengths lie within our members. 
 

Our downtown Deerfield location is advantageous as we are highly visible to the community. 
 

One of our greatest strengths is our education program, with opportunities for our youngest attendees as well as our old-

est.  Strong leadership is vital to this program. 
 

Mission work is an important part of FPCD.  There are hands-on opportunities for all ages to participate in service both 

locally and globally. 
 

There are a variety of worship services offered at FPCD, allowing our diverse population to worship in the style they 

choose. 
 

We have a strong music program led by talented staff and volunteers. 
 

Our church building is a multi-purpose, accessible facility for our congregation and the community to use. 
 

We offer programs that promote fellowship and a sense of community. 

 

We need to work on the following areas: 

Membership growth, both from Deerfield and the surrounding communities, specifically young adults and young 

families. 

Connecting members across generations, geographical locations and worship services 

Increasing involvement by members not currently involved 

Invigorating mission service activities among all members/age groups 

Developing a new sense of stewardship 

Communication, both internally and externally (website) 

Leadership model (Pastor, Session, Lay Leaders & volunteers) 

 

We face the following challenges: 

Competing time demands 

Local demographics 

Economic climate 

Decline in traditional religions 

Attempting to satisfy diverse/opposing perspectives, beliefs, and needs 
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ñFor I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you 

clothed meò 
(Matthew 25:35-36) 

The TNT used shoe drive was a church-wide success! TNT and Christian 

Beginnings youth collected 2357 pairs of shoes to be distributed to those 

in desperate need through Soles4Souls. Generous donors included mem-

bers of the congregation, Friendly Office volunteers, church staff and com-

munity members; kids went to their neighbors with wagons, and asked 

teachers and coaches to participate. The overwhelming support of so 

many different people and groups was such an inspiration for all involved. 

The program ñkicked offò last month with TNT kids sporting a unique fash-
ion statement ï blue clogs branded with a S4S logo. Wearing the clogs 
helped connect the mission with everyday life, encouraging kids and fami-
lies to consider, What would it be like if you only had 1 pair of 

shoes?  What about weather changes?  What if 
the shoes don't fit well?  What if the shoes aren't 
"cool" enough?ò  The entire project was designed 
to build an increased sense of awareness of the 
world we live in, supported by related discussions 
in Bible Study and Pastor Organôs Childrenôs Ser-
mon. 
  
The momentum built as the paper footprints 
spread all around the church, representing one 
pair of donated shoes and one happier person in 
the world. Youth have been busy banding and 
packing up the shoes to be sent to Soles4Souls. The stories of people who 
have been helped are compelling.  Since 2005, Soles4Souls has given away 
over 5.5 million pairs of new and gently worn shoes. Some of our collection 

will be sent to Haiti, Chile and other areas in need. 
  
Heartfelt thanks to all who helped by donating shoes or shipping costs. And because youth did such 
a super job, far exceeding the original goal of collecting 1000 pairs, our own good-natured and crea-
tive Thom Cunningham made a celebrity appearance at the final TNT dinner, dressed as a well-
known superhero. Weôre not telling who ï but pictures are posted at the churchôs website, 
www.firstpresbyterianchurchofdeerfield.org 

  

TNT ñSoles4Soulsò is a Huge Success 

http://www.firstpresbyterianchurchofdeerfield.org/

