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On Sunday, February 7, following a single 10:00 a.m. service, when our third  

graders will receive their First Communion, all are invited to the Undercroft for 

a brunch prepared by our Junior High families, and the Annual Congregational 

Meeting (guaranteed to end before 1:00 pm).  The Annual Meeting will feature  

highlights of 2009, financial updates, action on David Eshlemanôs call and  

retirement request, and table conversations led by our Vision Team.  Activities 

for children are offered while parents are in the meeting. 

 

To observe a meaningful Lenté 

 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, February 17th.  Our Ash Wednesday service begins at 7:30 p.m. following a 6:30 

supper prepared by our Senior High Council.  Each year in Lent we may wonder whether we should organize our lives 

differently during this season.  We are invited in Lent, by prayer, acts of devotion and self-discipline, to prepare for 

Holy Week and Easter.  But how, really?  Peter Gomes of the Harvard Memorial Chapel suggests three Sôs for keep-

ing a good Lent.  What he recommends is so manageable that busy people (you and I) can actually do it. 

 

SILENCE ï The world is a noisy place.  Silence is therefore a rare and precious thing, particularly if we realize that 

silence is not just the absence of sound but also the presence of that which sound obscures.  Gomes proposes securing 

for yourself fifteen minutes of silence at least one day a week in Lent, during which you do nothing at all! 

 

STUDY ï Some ordered spiritual reflection engaging your mind is a good discipline for Lent.  Set aside fifteen min-

utes for study one day each week.  Think in advance what you will read.  If you wish to read from the Bible, try one of 

the Gospels or the Psalms.  Or try a devotional book, maybe one on your shelf, These Days, or something from the 

church library. 

 

SERVICE ï Lest we become too self-absorbed in Lent, find a way to give time to some work of kindness.  Fifteen 

minutes seems miniscule given the pressing needs, yet this can set the stage for more extended self-giving.  Where can 

you do some good? Who needs your help?  (Donôt forget the Peacemaking and One Great Hour of Sharing offerings.) 

 

Peter Gomes suggests making every alternate day the occasion for Lenten disciplines.  For example, devote Monday to 

silence, Wednesday to study, Friday to service, or try a Tuesday-Thursday-Saturday schedule.  Use the off days for 

reflecting on what you have done or are about to do, perhaps recording your thoughts in a journal.  Sunday is a time to 

gain support from our faith community, including Sunday nightsô simple supper and ñJourney to Jerusalemò Bible 

study, beginning February 21. 

 

What good can come of such little time?  You may want to extend the investment by doing three exercises per day, or 

one each day, or you could increase the time from fifteen minutes.  But it is not the quantity of time but its regularity 

and quality that count.  It is better to succeed at a little than to fail at much.  Spiritually, as in other matters, we crawl 

before we walk.  On February 17, you could begin.  I pray that yours will be a meaningful Lenten season. 
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WHAT ARE WE DOING TO FIND A NEW ASSOCIATE PASTOR?  

Now that David Eshleman has announced his retirement, your Session has asked the Church's Personnel Committee 

to begin searching for a new Interim Associate Pastor  (David has asked that his retirement be effective April 

30,2010.) The Personnel Committee is now involved in the process of finding an Interim Associate.  The Personnel-

Committee (Elder/Chair Bill Milligan, Elder Ruthann Showerman, Ted Ballent, Dean Geers, Pauline Norton, and 

Roberta Miller) has met to lay out a time line and plan.  Roberta Miller has agreed to chair this search group. The 

search group has been working on a job description and a list of attributes that we hope to find in our ideal candidate. 

This "wish list" will soon be sent to the Chicago Presbytery Committee on Ministry, and a list of possible candidates 

will then be provided to our committee. (Other candidates may also submit their credentials for considera-

tion.)  These possible candidates, and their "fit" for our Church will be reviewed and prayerfully considered. Your 

Personnel Committee hopes to have a recommendation for the Session in the next few months. The goal is to com-

plete the search and have an Interim Associate Pastor in place when David leaves.  If anyone has any questions or 

comments on this process, feel free to email or call anyone on the Personnel Committee.  Roberta Miller will also 

make a brief report at the upcoming Annual Meeting, February 7. 

Interim Associate Pastor Search Committee/Personnel Committee Members 

  Bill Milligan   

  Ruthann Showerman   

  Ted Ballent   

  Dean Geers   

  Pauline Norton   

  Roberta Miller (Search committee chair)  

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS  

 
 

During the January 18 meeting, your Session: 

Elected the following officers for 2010: Clerk, Lynda Woodson, Deputy Clerk, Frances Griffin, Treasurer, John 

Dahl, and Assistant Treasurer, Bill Smith. 

Learned that the loop hearing system has been installed in the Sanctuary, John Calvin Hall, and the Choir Audi-

torium. 

Reviewed and approved an Interim Associate Pastor Job description from the Personnel Committee. This com-

mittee will begin a search for an Interim Associate Pastor upon authorization by the Presbytery of Chicago on  

February 9. 

Received a report from the Vision Team. They are meeting weekly and will engage the congregation in discus-

sion during the Annual Meeting on February 7.  The meeting will begin with brunch at 11:00.  Child care will be 

available. 

Approved the 2010 General Operating Budget. 

Established April 18 as the Sunday for a farewell reception for David and Lorraine Eshleman.  A steering com-

mittee is being formed and all suggestions and assistance are welcome. 

Was reminded that Ash Wednesday, February 17 will be celebrated with a 6:30 dinner, sponsored by the Sr. 

High Council, and followed by worship at 7:30. 

È Noted that Chicago Presbytery Assembly will be meeting at First Presbyterian Church Deerfield on June 8.  A 

steering committee will be calling on members of the congregation to assist in preparations and to welcome our 

visitors. 

        Lynda Woodson 



 

 

 

  

 Mission of the Month: 
 

CASA CENTRAL  
 

     Casa Central was established in 1954 through the collaboration of the Presbyterian and 
Congregational churches to assist a growing population of Hispanics adjusting to life in Chicagoôs 

inner city. The prayers, volunteers, in -kind donations, and financial support received from the faith 
community help advance the mission of Casa Central.  
     Today, Casa Central continues to transform lives and strengthen communities, with a special 

emphasis on Hispanics. Our network of social services propels a diverse population of all ages 
toward self -sufficiency and a higher quality of life. First Presbyterian Church of Deerfield partnered 
with Casaôs mission in 1985. Since then, our support helps to ensure Casa Centralôs network of 

services faithfully and responsibly responds to the needs of their community. FPCD has had a close 
relationship with Casa Central. Examples of this include the toys collected by Presbyterian Women 
for distribution during Christmas time and the direct financial support sent through the mission 

budget of the church. Casaôs network responds to the needs of the entire family--- from children to 
the elderly --- to develop vital and stable families and communities. Casa Central has grown to assist 
more than 20,000 individuals each year. Through our network of over twenty - three programs and 

services, we  
Feed more that 500 children, youth, and older adults daily  
House and train seventy homeless families each year at La  Posada  

Care for more than eighty seniors daily at the Adult Wellness Center  
Lend a helping hand to 600 homebound elderly  
Educate 500 youth daily to succeed in school  

Prepare seventy nursing assistants annually  
Teach 500 community residents annually computer skills needed  
for meaningful employment.  

 
Here is testimony from one of the lives that Casa Central has helped to transform:  
      

     Kevin began attending Youth Options Unlimited (YOU) in January, 2009. An immigrant from 
Guatemala with no immediate family in Chicago, other than an older brother, Kevin felt very alone. 
Prior to joining the program, he was experiencing difficulty at Roberto Clemente High School. A 

group of gang members was trying to recruit him and threatened him every day when he resisted. 
He had reached a point where he considered giving in to the pressure. Kevin stopped going to 
school in order to avoid the harassment. He learned about the YOU program through a friend and 

became a member.  
     After receiving staff recommendations, participating in the anti -violence workshops, and 

attending the play, Mirroring Humanity , Kevin began to realize that joining a gang was not an 
option. To perpetuate the cycle of violence was not the answer. He has now returned to school and 
continues to be an active member of the YOU program, a decision that saved his life and his future.  

 

     On February 21 st , a representative from Casa Central will join us during worship 

for a Minute for Mission and will be available throughout the morning to answer 
questions and to share some of the wonderful work that is being done.  
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MUSIC NOTES 
 

Thanks to all those who performed at our Christmas Eve Services for the prelude.  The musicians who 

participated were:  Emily Browdy, Dick Coen, Ryan Christopoulos, Erin Anderson, Martha Anderson, 

Elizabeth Coe, Nick Filipowski, Meredith Hicks, Debra Mell, Wendy Mineau, Dede Henrikson, Anne 

Middaugh, Melanie Derleth, Elizabeth Taylor and Bill Crowle.  Thank you for your time and efforts and for 

sharing your musical gifts with our Christmas worshipers. 

 

FESTIVAL CHOIR  will begin rehearsing for its spring concert on Wednesday evening February 24.  This 

yearôs spring concert will be on Sunday afternoon May 2 at 4:00pm in the Sanctuary.  The featured piece in 

this yearôs concert is John Rutterôs ñRequiemò.  Rehearsals will be every Wednesday night, starting February 

24, from 7:30 until 8:30.  We will also have two Saturday rehearsals on March 20 and April 17 with both 

rehearsals running from 9:30 until 11:30am.  The dress rehearsal will be on Saturday morning May 1 from 

9:30-11:30. Please make plans to join us.  If you have any questions please see Mike Nelson. 

 

MUSIC MAKERS -Our next Music Makers concert will be on Sunday afternoon February 21 at 4:00pm in 

the Sanctuary.  This concert will feature Clarinetist Howard Green and our own Bill Crowle on piano.  The 

concert will include works by Rabaud, Bruch, Von Weber, Elgar and Kovacs.  Howard and Bill will also be 

joined by Violist Petra Zuckova for a performance of Mozartôs Trio for Clarinet, Viola and Piano. 

 

Howard Green is a resident of Buffalo Grove and has been performing and 

conducting for over 40 years.  He is currently the principal clarinet player in 

the Waukegan Symphony Orchestra and is a member of the Lake County 

Chamber Players.  He also is the founder and current conductor of the 

Buffalo Grove Symphonic Band and is Music Director of the Chicago 

Shores Concert Band in Chicago. 

 

Violist Petra Zuckova studied Viola performance at the Prague Music Conservatory in the 

Czech Republic.  She holds a masterôs degree in music education and viola performance from 

Charles University in Prague, Czech Republic.  She came to the United States in 1995 and has 

played in the North Suburban Symphony, Lake Forest and Southwest Symphony in Oak Lawn.  

She is currently the principal violist with the Waukegan Symphony. 

 

 

William Crowle holds a Bachelor of Music degree in 

composition from the Eastman School of Music and Masterôs 

and Doctorate degrees in composition with high distinction from Indiana 

University.  He is midway into his 16th year as Organist at First Presbyterian 

Church of Deerfield.  That, coupled with 9 years at his previous church position 

at Christ United Methodist Church of Deerfield, makes 2010 a banner year, 

marking 25 years in music ministry. 

 

There will be a free-will offering taken during the concert and a reception will follow the concert in the Mary 

Martha Lounge.  Please plan to come to support Bill and the other musicians. 
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MANY THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE WHO HELPED WITH COMMUNION PREPARATION 

THROUGHOUT 2009: LYN AND KENN AHSLEY, AL COEN, JANE COEN, GINNY RAY, KRISTI RUBLE, 

JANE SMITH AND LYNDA & TUCK WOODSON.  

 

 Your Communion Committee: Alice Holway, Rachel Kyle, Marian Robertson and Ann Small 

FEBRUARY MISSION OF THE MONTH 
 

The February P.W. mission focus is on ChildServ of Waukegan.  For several years circles have assembled intake 

kits for children entering foster care.  This year we will participate in ChildServôs PEP (Parent Empowerment 

Program) which supports families through education and assistance.  Everyone in the church is encouraged to 

participate.   

 

We can help the families in PEP by providing the following items for newborn babies through children the age of 

two: diapers (all sizes), onesies, sleepers, sweaters, mittens and hats, socks, blankets, and other age-appropriate 

clothing items.  They are especially interested in receiving picture books. 

 

You may bring your donations to the February circle meeting or put them in the P.W. closet in the west hall. 

 

�&�K�L�O�G�6�H�U�Y�H�¶�V���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�����7�R���K�H�O�S���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H�L�U���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���E�X�L�O�G���E�H�W�W�H�U���O�L�Y�H�V�� 

A Little Angelic Wisdom  
To Carry You Through the Day  

 
Each day brings with it the miracle of a new beginning.  Many of the moments  

ahead will be marvelously disguised as ordinary days,  
but each one of us has the chance to make something extraordinary out of them.  

 
Remember that there is an enduring worth to every positive step you take,  

that the good decisions you make will come back to bless you,  
and that your angels will make sure that any clouds really do have a silver lining.  

 
�+�D�Y�H���D�Q���D�E�V�R�O�X�W�H�O�\���Z�R�Q�G�H�U�I�X�O���G�D�\���W�R�G�D�\�������5�L�V�H���D�Q�G���V�K�L�Q�H�« 

And keep on rising.  And keep on shining.  
 

�³ Douglas Pagels 


