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It was New Yearôs Eve, December 31, 1899.  The twentieth century was about to begin.  

Imagine the excitement.  In Boston, it was announced that Edward Everett Hale would 

speak on the Commons at the stroke of midnight to herald a century that held out much 

promise.  Hale was a brilliant orator who could hold an audience spellbound for hours at a 

time. 

 

Thousands gathered to hear Hale speak that New Yearôs Eve.  He made his way to the 

rostrum.  And there, with the wind whipping at his robe, he said: 

  Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. 

  Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou 

             hadst formed the earth and the world.  From everlasting to 

  everlasting, thou art God. 

Then he sat down.  That was his speech: two verses from the 90th Psalm, the enduring 

glory of God in the face of short-lived time.  As a new year begins, as change continues to 

swirl about us, may we also be cognizant that ñunderneath are the everlasting arms.ò 

 

On page 2 of this issue of The Messenger you will find confirmation of what you have 

heard, that Rev. David Eshleman will retire this spring.  We are all so grateful for his 

ministry here, more grateful than we can say, but we will seek to do so.  You will also find 

there information about the Sessionôs intention to find an interim successor. 

 

The Sessionôs Vision Team has begun its work to lead the congregation in a mission 

study.  Bill Milligan is chair, Kathy Knezevic is vice-chair.  You can look forward to the 

Vision Teamôs leading us in substantive conversations during this new year, as we prepare 

to be ready for a formal search for a new pastor/head of staff. 

 

Throughout 2010, beginning January 5, I am planning to teach a course I call ñBible 101: 

Reintroducing the Book You Figure You Ought to Know (but donôt).ò  Hour-long classes 

will be on Tuesday evenings, from 7:00 until 8:00 p.m. in John Calvin Hall.  I hope that 

you will plan to take advantage of this opportunity.  See page 7 for more information. 

 

Living with change, and the change of the years, remind me of two passages that Robert 

McAfee Brown paired in the preface of The Spirit of Protestantism: 

 

 ñJesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and foreverò (Heb. 13:8). 

 

 ñBut we have this treasure in earthen vessels to show that the 

 transcendent power belongs to God and not to usò (2 Cor. 4:7). 
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A LETTER FROM DAVID ESHLEMAN... 
 

Dear friends, 

 

This month I will have served seventeen years here at FPCD as your associate pastor.  These years together 

have been a stimulating time of personal and spiritual growth for me.  You have been a wonderfully responsive 

faith community of committed Christians.  It has been my privilege to serve with you. 

 

For several years now I have looked forward to entering into retirement in order to spend more time with our 

family ï especially our dear grandchildren.  But thoughts of retirement needed to be put on hold due to the 

changes in pastoral leadership that began a little over a year ago. 

 

Now that our faith community is enjoying the stability of very capable senior leadership, I have decided that 

this spring is a good time for me to take leave and to enter into full retirement.  My end date is set for April 30, 

2010, following the Lenten-Easter season. 

 

Lorraine and I have so enjoyed our sojourn among you!  Your thoughtfulness, love and generosity are deeply 

appreciated.  These seventeen years have been some of the best years of my ministry.  It has been a pleasure to 

work with you in the service of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

        Sincerely yours, 

         

 

 

 

AFTER DAVIDôS RETIREMENT, WHATôS AHEAD?... 
 

Although we are sorry to hear of David Eshlemanôs plan to retire this spring ï Davidôs ministry has been in-

valuable and greatly appreciated by us ï we also know that he and Lorraine have been looking forward to this 

for some time.  We are delighted that they will be able to be a present and ongoing part of their grandchildrenôs 

lives. 

 

A question quickly surfaces: What will First Presbyterian Church do to fill this vacancy that is coming soon?  

The Session has decided to seek an interim associate pastor, and has appointed the personnel committee to be 

its search committee.  This committee consists of Ted Ballent, Roberta Miller (who will lead the search proc-

ess), Bill Milligan, Pauline Norton and Ruthann Showerman, with Kent Organ as advisor (without vote). 

 

On January 19, the Presbyteryôs committee on ministry is expected to endorse David Eshlemanôs request, pend-

ing our churchôs concurrence at the February 7, 1010, annual congregational meeting.  The Chicago Presbytery 

Assembly, meeting on Feb. 9, will act on Davidôs request.  Then the Presbytery will submit names of possible 

candidates for interim associate pastor to the churchôs search committee.  It is hoped that a candidate will have 

been selected prior to Davidôs retirement date.  In the meantime, plans are afoot for an occasion to thank David 

and to say farewell and Godspeed to him and to Lorraine.  



 

 

 

  

 

 Mission of the Month for 2010 
 

Beginning this month of January, the Messenger will feature a mission focus of FPCD that is sponsored or 

supported by one or more groups of our congregation.  Some months this may also include a speaker or activity 

associated with the particular mission. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I HAVE A DREAM of NORTH CHICAGO  

 

FPCD is one of three founding sponsors of IHAD along with First Presbyterian Church of Lake Forest and the 

Foundation of the College of Lake County.  This makes IHAD unique among the missions we support.  So what is 

I Have A Dream? 

 

In 1981, businessman Eugene Lang returned to P.S. 121, the elementary school he had attended in East Harlem 50 

years earlier, to address a class of graduating sixth graders. He intended to tell the students, "Work hard and you'll 

succeed." But on the way to the podium, the school principal told Lang that three-quarters of the school's students 

would probably never finish high school, prompting Lang to make an impromptu change to his speech: he 

promised college tuition to every sixth grader who stayed in high school and graduated. Lang told the class about 

witnessing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s famous "I Have a Dream" speech at the 1963 March on Washington. He 

urged the students to dream their own dreams, and promised to do all that he could to help them achieve their 

goals. 

IHAD now has locally sponsored programs throughout the US.  A local program ñadoptsò a class and provides 

support  for the students (ñDreamersò) through high school graduation and beyond, including last dollar 

scholarships for post-secondary education.  The North Chicago program is now sponsoring its second class that 

was adopted as kindergartners in 1999.  Most Dreamers are now in 9th grade.  Most attend North Chicago High 

School, but others are now in other public or private schools in the area. 

 

The program has two full time staff members who support both the Dreamers and their families in a variety of 

ways.  The Dreamers have adopted a goal that all will graduate high school and college.  A number of programs 

are provided for academic support, college preparation, leadership, life skills, and community service.  Dreamers 

had a trip to Washington last summer.  College visits, 

tutoring, academic enrichment, summer camps, and retreats 

are part of the programming. 

 

A number of FPCD members are or have been involved in 

the program offering tutoring, publicity, fund-raising, board 

membership, etc.  North Chicago is 20-30 minutes away and 

there are numerous ways to be involved.  If interested or if 

you would like to provide financial support, contact David 

Griffin.  IHAD is truly making a difference in the lives of 

some very special citizens and their families. 
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Mission Ministry 



                                                 Session Highlights 

 
At the annual joint meeting of Session and the Board of Deacons on December 14, your Session: 

Received a report from the Board of Deacons Moderator, Tara Geers, on the work of the board during the past    

 year. 

Thanked retiring and welcomed newly elected Elders and Deacons.  Ordination/Installation will take place 

   during worship on January 10, 2010. 

È Established Sunday, February 7, 2010 as the date for the Annual Congregational Meeting.  There will be one worship service at 

 10:00, brunch will precede the meeting and childrenôs activities will be available during the meeting. 

È Heard from Rev. David Eshleman that he wishes to retire on April 30, 2010. 

È Moved to ask the congregation, at the Annual Meeting, to concur with Rev. Eshlemanôs request to retire and to dissolve the 

 pastoral relationship. 

È Moved to appoint the Personnel Committee to serve as the Sessionôs Interim Associate Pastor Search Committee.  The search 

 for an Associate Pastor will begin as soon as possible following the congregationôs approval. 

È Adopted a Child Protection Policy as proposed by the Personnel Committee and the Christian Education Council. 

È Accepted with gratitude very generous gifts from an anonymous donor and the Presbyterian Women and approved their use in 

the installation of three Hearing Loop Systems to be installed in the Sanctuary, John Calvin Hall, and the Choir Auditorium.   

 

 

Vision Team begins work on the Mission Study 
 

In the December Messenger, Kent Organ noted that session had recently elected the members of the Vision Team who will lead the 

congregation in a mission study that needs to be completed prior to forming a Pastoral Nominating Committee to begin the actual 

pastoral search. In the study, the Vision Team will seek to involve all members of the congregation and the session in exploring 

matters such as worship, church programs, societal trends, local demographics and mission, to answer questions such asé.Who are 

we? (identity), Who is our neighbor? (context) and what is God calling us to do and be? (purpose) 

 

Shortly we will be reaching out to all members of the church to participate in this conversation. We also want you to be able to share 

your thoughts and ideas directly with one or all members of the team. Our names, phone numbers and email addresses are listed 

below: 

 

    Bill Milligan (Chair)    

    Kathy Knezevic (Vice Chair)     

    Mary Boote     

    Amy Christian      

    Ray Craig     

    Barbara Enns      

    David Griffin        

    Gayle Meyers      

    Rob Wolter     
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We're so grateful to those of you who made a "promise" to our 2010 
Stewardship Campaign".   We heard from most of our members and 
we're very grateful for your generosity.  You have promised more money 
that in years past AND more families made promises!   A real suc-
cess!   It is because of YOU that our church remains a financially healthy 
place of worship and outreach. There are still a few members who have-
n't had a chance to make a "promise" yet for 2010...if this is you, it's still 
not too late to do so.   Just complete a form (they're on the desk outside 
of the Friendly Office) and return it to church.   Showing God our grati-
tude for his many blessings is part of our Christian heritage.  Join with us 
as we further God's work 
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Sunday, January 10 at 9:45 in the Auditorium 

CARAVAGGIO: Baroque Master Coming soon to Chicago... One of Western art's greatest 

paintings: Caravaggio's The Supper at Emmaus Beginning in October, visitors to the Art In-

stitute of Chicago will have had the chance to experience Caravaggio's spectacular painting 

The Supper at Emmaus (1601) on loan from The National Gallery in London. Dr. Michelle 

Paluch-Mishur, art historian and owner of Art Excursions, lectures on Caravaggio  highlight-

ing this work and many others by the Italian Baroque master. She will discuss Caravaggio's 

exciting life as well as the important contributions he made to Baroque art. Having lived as a 

scholar in Rome, Dr. Paluch-Mishur has studied Caravaggio's paintings first-hand in museums and in churches. She is 

excited about this unprecedented loan especially considering the small number of Caravaggio paintings on permanent 

display in the United States. For residents of the greater Chicagoland area, seeing a Caravaggio of this quality on loan 

represents a rare opportunity. 

January Adult Education  

Caravaggio - The Supper at Emmaus  
           

         Led by Michelle Paluch Mishur     

Sunday mornings January 3, 10, and 17 at 9:45 am in the Library. 
 

Session One: When Theology and Science Meet 
 

A new day is dawning for theology and science.  We have come through the conflict-ridden decades that followed upon Darwin's 

discoveries.  We have come through the aftermath in which theologians and scientists conducted  their  work in isolation,  main-

taining a somewhat uneasy  truce.  Today  they are engaged in a lively and productive conversation.  What has changed and what 

are we learning from the dialogue? 
 

Session Two: The Debate Over Intelligent Design: Creation and Evolution 
 

How do theologians and scientists understand the biblical stories of creation in relation to the scientific perspectives on evolu-

tion?  
 

Session Three: Genes, Race, and God  
 

The human Genome project has completed a genetic map of the human being.  It is a project whose importance and implications 

may eventually dwarf our landing on the moon.  Already fascinating discoveries have come to light-such as the discovery that 

"race" is not a genetically significant category.  Guided discussion on theology and a range of genetic research issues will follow. 

 
Dr. Anna Case-Winters,  professor of theology at McCormick Seminary, is currently engaged in re-

search and writing on the topic of theology and science. She is recipient of the Templeton Exemplary 

Paper in Humility Theology for 1997, the Religion and Science Course Award for 1998, and is a grant 

recipient for the year 2000 Templeton/ASA Lecture Series. Her present book project is, Down to Earth: 

A Christian Theology of Nature. 

"When Religion and Science Meet . . ." 
         Led by Dr. Anna Case-Winters 

http://mccormick.edu/instructor/anna-case-winters
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January Adult Education  

The church is a community of faith, a communal expression of shared beliefs, values, opinions, attitudes and practices 

that shape understanding and personal and social life. Some of these contribute to ministry that seeks social justice and 

the common good, and some are obstacles to effective social justice. This session looks closely at the relationship be-

tween beliefs and practices, and engages the reasons why some congregations excel at faith-based advocacy. 

January 24 ï The Role of the Church in Public Life       The  Reverend Dr. Douglas R. Sharp  

January 31 ï Christian Faith in the Pursuit of Justice and the Common Good  The Reverend Dr. Franklin I. Gamwell 

Our work in this session will cultivate our capacity to formulate and convey the theology behind politics as a form of 

Christian witness. We will highlight our own views by way of a comparison with the theology and politics on the 

Christian Right and focus especially on theological understandings of (1) justice and the common good, and (2) the 

relation between church and state. 

January 17, 24, 31 at 9:45 am in the Mary Martha Lounge 

 

In November, Adult Education offered a 5 week parenting class, Parenting in the Age of ñWhatever!ò to address the unique oppor-

tunities and conundrums which parenting presents, and some powerful tools for optimizing mindfulness, self confidence, and em-

pathy for both parents and children.  Each weekôs class was geared for a specific age group for the 5 week segment.  Due to re-

quests made by a number of parents of Junior High and Senior High children who attended this class, we are offering 3 additional 

classes to more fully address the many questions and concerns of parents of teenagers.  We would like to set the theme of each of 

these classes by YOU ï THE PARENTS OF TEENAGERS!  Please e-mail questions, concerns and challenges that you would like 

to have discussed to Thom Cunningham, Director of Christian Education, at cunninghamthom@comcast.net.  Your e-mail and its 

content will be handled in an anonymous and confidential fashion. 

 

Joan Merlo, L.C.S.W. is a psychotherapist, teacher, and writer specializing in facilitating mindful and at-

tuned relating for parents, couples, families & individuals. She has been a staff therapist at two local hospi-

tals, the Salvation Army & Glencoe Family Services, and has served as adjunct teaching faculty for Loyola 

University.  Joan has also conducted numerous adult education programs and womenôs retreats in the Chi-

cago area and suburbs.  She is currently director of Soul Seasons Counseling and Therapy Services in 

Highland Park.  Joan raised her three children on the North Shore and  is the grandmother of six. 

Protestants For the Common Good       

Parenting in the Age of ñWhatever!ò  Part 2 
The Thrills and Challenges of Raising Confident, Resilient, and Compassionate Teenagers in Chaotic Times 

           Led by Joan Merlo 

January 24, 31, February 7, 14, at 9:45  am in the Auditorium   Note:  class on February 7 will begin at 9 am 

 
The Academy for the Common Good, an educational program of Protestants for the Common Good, continues our 

series exploring discipleship.  PCG has presented excellent programs for us in the past, and we welcome their return 

with this challenging discussion on intersections of faith and public life. In his book Journeys into Justice:  Religious 

Collaboratives Working for Social Transformation, Neal Harper dedicates a chapter to PCG.  In that he states, 

"....with a small staff and modest budget, PCG has become one of the most effective statewide mainline Protestant 

legislative advocacy organizations for social justice in the United States."  Come join the conversation. 

mailto:cunninghamthom@comcast.net
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January Adult Education  
Bible 101: Reintroducing the Book You Figure You Ought to Know (but donôt) 
         Led by The Reverend Dr. Kent Organ 

Tuesdays, beginning January 5 from 7:00 - 8:00 pm. 
 

Join our own Kent Organ as he leads this extensive, year-long Bible study. The dates for winter and spring are Janu-

ary 5 through May 11. A bonus in having Kent as our Interim Pastor is that he loves to teach. This course surveys the 

Old and New Testaments. We need 25 participants for the class to meet, so stop by the Friendly Office to pick up a 

schedule and to sign up. 
 

Jan. 5  How the Bible was Put Together 

Jan. 12   Starting with the Torah; Genesisô Pre-History   Genesis 1-11 

Jan. 19  God Starts Over: A Particular People    Genesis 12 - Exodus 1:8 

Jan. 26  Moses and Exodus: the Hub of Israelôs Faith   Exodus 1ï 19 
 

Recommended: Harper Collins Study Bible (NRSV, 1993), The New Oxford Annotated Bible (NRSV, 2001), or The 

New Interpreterôs Study Bible (NRSV, 2003). 

Thursdays, beginning  January 7 at  9:15am or 12:30 pm in the Jerusalem Room 

 

Ten Christian and Jewish  theologians, world experts in their respective  fields as well as people of faith, were each 

asked to address a single perplexing issue, such as the existence of evil or the relationship between religion and sci-

ence. The result is the Serious Answers course, which will encourage energetic discussion and sustained reflection by 

both believers and seekers.  

Book Club 
 

ñStill Aliceò 

by Lisa Genova 

Friday, January 15 

9:30am-11:00am 

 in the  

Mary Martha Lounge  

Serious Answers to Hard Questions 
          Led by Thom Cunningham 

Spiritual Cinema 
          Led by Mary Boote 

Tuesdays beginning January 5 at 7:30 pm in the Mary Martha Lounge 

 

Spiritual Cinema returns with an emphasis on spiritual literacy, the ability to recognize the presence of the sacred in 

our everyday experiences.  We will be working our way through an alphabet of spiritual practices.  From Attention 

and Beauty to Yearning and Zeal, these are steps toward wisdom and signs that Spirit is present in our activi-

ties.   Each week we will watch a short film that helps us identify one of the spiritual practices and challenges us to 

bring that practice into our daily lives.  We follow the TNT schedule. 

Menôs Fellowship Breakfast 

 

Saturday,  

January 16 

8:00 am -9:00 am  

in the  

Mary Martha Lounge  
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 Christmas Outreach 
 Thank you to all Senior High students, families and congregation members 

who delivered gifts and food to Oak Terrace families on December 17.  The staffs 

at Oak Terrace and FPCD appreciate the support of the congregation  in making  

Christmas memorable for some families in need.  Itôs obvious in the photos below 

that there was much joy in giving! 

Senior High Retreat/Ski Trip 
February 27, 28, & March 1 

Join us for our annual ski trip and senior high retreat. Weôll return to Wilderness Lodge in the 

Wisconsin Dells for this faith-filled, activity-packed trip.  

This weekend retreat will be filled with fun for all.  

Some of the activities available are down-hill skiing, tubing, bowling, and a water park. Each 

evening there will be fellowship time to share and grow  with each other. 

Sign up online at firstpresbyterianchurchofdeerfield.org and link to the Events page. 

 

There is limited space available so sign up early.  

Reservations will be on a FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE basis.  


