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MESSENGER

New Year 6s Eve, December 31, 18

It
Imagine the excitement. In Boston, it was announced that Edward Everett Hale would
speak on the Commons at the stroke of midnight to herald a century that held out muc
promise. Hale was a brilliant orator who could hold an audience spellbound for hours

time.

was

Thousands gathered to hear Hale speak
rostrum. And there, with the wind whipping at his robe, he said:
Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations.
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou
hadst formed the earth and the world. From everlasting to
everlasting, thou art God.
Then he sat down. That was his speech: two verses from'fHes@in, the enduring
glory of God in the face of shelived time. As a new year begins, as change continues t

swirl about wus, may we also be cogni za

On page 2 of this issue ®he Messengagou will find confirmation of what you have
heard, that Rev. David Eshleman will retire this spring. We are all so grateful for his
ministry here, more grateful than we can say, but we will seek to do so. You will also f
there information about the Sessionés
The Sessiondéds Vision Team has begun it
study. Bill Milligan is chair, Kathy Knezevic is vieghair. You can look forward to the
Vision Teamdés | eading us in substanti
to be ready for a formal search for a new pastor/head of staff.

V

Throughout 2010, beginning January 5,
Reintroducing the Book You Fi g u-tomgcldéses
will be on Tuesday evenings, from 7:00 until 8:00 p.m. in John Calvin Hall. | hope that
you will plan to take advantage of this opportunity. See page 7 for more information.

Living with change, and the change of the years, remind me of two passages that Rob
McAfee Brown paired in the preface dfie Spirit of Protestantism

fJesus Christ is the sgHeR138Bpsterday
ABut we have this treasure in earth
transcendent power bd2Comdgrs t o God a
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A LETTER FROM DAVID ESHLEMAN...

Dear friends,

This month | will have served seventeen years here at FPCD as your associate pastor. These years t
have been a stimulating time of personal and spiritual growth for me. You have been a wonderfully re
faith community of committed Christians. It has been my privilege to serve with you.

For several years now | have looked forward to entering into retirement in order to spend more time wi
family T especially our dear grandchildren. But thoughts of retirement needed to be put on hold due to
changes in pastoral leadership that began a little over a year ago.

Now that our faith community is enjoying the stability of very capable senior leadership, | have decideg
this spring is a good time for me to take leave and to enter into full retirement. My end date is set for A
2010, following the Lenteiicaster season.

Lorraine and | have so enjoyed our sojourn among you! Your thoughtfulness, love and generosity are
appreciated. These seventeen years have been some of the best years of my ministry. It has been a
work with you in the service of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Sincerely yours,

AFTER DAVI D6S RETI REMENT, WHAT G
Al t hough we are sorry to hear oifDaDva vdidds Hrsi hnliesn
valuable and greatly appreciated byi uge also know that he and Lorraine have been looking forward to
for some ti me. We are delighted that they wi

lives.

A question quickly surfaces: What will First Presbyterian Church do to fill this vacancy that is coming s
The Session has decided to seek an interim associate pastor, and has appointed the personnel comm
its search committee. This committee consists of Ted Ballent, Roberta Miller (who will lead the search

ess), Bill Milligan, Pauline Norton and Ruthann Showerman, with Kent Organ as advisor (without vote),.

On January 19, the Presbyteryds committee on
ing our churchds concurrence at the February
Assembl vy, meeting on Feb. 9, wi l |l act on Davi
candidates for interim associate pastor to th
been selected prior to Daviddéds retirement dat

and to say farewell and Godspeed to him and to Lorraine.
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w2 ¥ ek [ Mission Ministry

Mission of the Month for 2010

Beginning this month of January, tMessengewill feature a mission focus of FPCD that is sponsored or

supported by one or more groups of our congregation. Some months this may also include a speaker or activity

associated with the particular mission.

| HAVE A DREAM of NORTH CHICAGO

FPCD is one of three founding sponsors of IHAD along with First Presbyterian Church of Lake Forest and
Foundation of the College of Lake County. This makes IHAD unique among the missions we support. Sq
| Have A Dream?

In 1981, businessman Eugene Lang returned to P.S. 121, the elementary school he had attended in East
years earlier, to address a class of graduating sixth graders. He intended to tell the students, "Work hard
succeed." But on the way to the podium, the school principal told Lang thatjtnegters of the school's student
would probably never finish high school, prompting Lang to make an impromptu change to his speech: he
promised college tuition to every sixth grader who stayed in high school and graduated. Lang told the clag

the
what i

Harlen
hnd yoL
S

s abou

witnessing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s famous "I Have a Dream" speech at the 1963 March on Washington. He

urged the students to dream their own dreams, and promised to do all that he could to help them achieve
goals.

|l HAD now has | ocally sponsored programs through
support for the students (ADreamerso) through
scholarships for postecondary education. The North Chicago program is now sponsoring its second class
was adopted as kindergartners in 1999. Most Dreamers are nb\giad®. Most attend North Chicago High
School, but others are now in other public or private schools in the area.

The program has two full time staff members who support both the Dreamers and their families in a variet
ways. The Dreamers have adopted a goal that all will graduate high school and college. A number of prg
are provided for academic support, college preparation, leadership, life skills, and community service. Drg
had a trip to Washington last summer. College visits,
tutoring, academic enrichment, summer camps, and retr'

are part of the programming.

A number of FPCD members are or have been involved
the program offering tutoring, publicity, furrdising, board
membership, etc. North Chicago is20 minutes away an
there are numerous ways to be involved. If interested ol
you would like to provide financial support, contact Davit
Griffin. IHAD is truly making a difference in the lives of
some very special citizens and their families.
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hAh oun emem Session Highlights
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} At the annual joint meeting of Session and the Board of Deacons on December 14, your Session:

| @ Received a report from the Board of Deacons Moderator, Tara Geers, on the work of the board durin
year.

e Thanked retiring and welcomed newly elected Elders and Deacons. Ordination/Installation will take {
during worship on January 10, 2010.

E Established Sunday, February 7, 2010 as the date for the Annual Congregational Meeting. There will be one worship

10: 00, brunch wil!/ precede the meeting and childre
E Heard from Rev. David Eshleman that he wishes to retire on April 30, 2010.
E Moved to ask the congregation, at the Annual Meeting
pastoral relationship.
E Moved to appoint the Personnel Committee to serve as
. for an Associate Pastor wild.l begin as soon as poss
E Adopted a Child Protection Policy as proposed by the Personnel Committee and the Christian Education Council.
E Accepted with gratitude very generous gifts from an anonymous donor and the Presbyterian Women and approved

the installation of three Hearing Loop Systems to be installed in the Sanctuary, John Calvin Hall, and the Choir Auditg
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Vision Team begins work on the Mission Study

In the December Messenger, Kent Organ noted that session had recently elected the members of the Vision Team whe W
congregation in a mission study that needs to be completed prior to forming a Pastoral Nominating Committee to begin th
pastoral search. In the study, the Vision Team will seek to involve all members of the congregation and the sessiongn exp
matters such as worship, church programs, societal tree
we? (identity), Who is our neighbor? (context) and what is God calling us to do and be? (purpose)

Shortly we will be reaching out to all members of the church to participate in this conversation. We also want you to beaab
your thoughts and ideas directly with one or all members of the team. Our names, phone numbers and email addresses 4
below:

Bill Milligan (Chair)

Kathy Knezevic (Vice Chair)
Mary Boote

Amy Christian

Ray Craig

Barbara Enns

David Griffin

Gayle Meyers

Rob Wolter

We're so grateful to those of you who made a "promise” to our 2010
. Stewardship Campaign”. We heard from most of our members and
\(,\ .-_.V\[C afr (PC' é\tﬁ we're very grateful for your generosity. You have promised more money
W e . that in years past AND more families made promises! A real suc-
5;%3@ ly()ur g‘ﬁg cess! Itis because of YOU that our church remains a financially healthy
To0% Vs place of worship and outreach. There are still a few members who have-
n't had a chance to make a "promise" yet for 2010...if this is you, it's still
not too late to do so. Just complete a form (they're on the desk outside
of the Friendly Office) and return it to church. Showing God our grati-
tude for his many blessings is part of our Christian heritage. Join with us
as we further God's work
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January Adult Education

"When Religion and Science Meet . . ."

Led by Dr. Anna Cas®Vinters

Sunday mornings January 3, 10, and 17 at 9:45 am in the Library.

Session One: When Theology and Science Meet

A new day is dawning for theology and scientée have come through the confliidlden decades that followed upon Darwin
discoveries.We have come through the aftermath in which theologians and scientists conducted their work in isolation,
taining a somewhat uneasy truceoday they are engaged in a lively and productive conversafihrat has changed and wh3
are we learning from the dialogue?

Session Two: The Debate Over Intelligent Design: Creation and Evolution

How do theologians and scientists understand the biblical stories of creation in relation to the scientific perspectues on
tion?

Session Three: Genes, Race, and God

The human Genome project has completed a genetic map of the humanlbisiagproject whose importance and implication
may eventually dwarf our landing on the modXiready fascinating discoveries have come to hginth as the discovery that

"race" is not a genetically significant categofyuided discussion on theology and a range of genetic research issuedomill fpl

Dr. Anna CaseWinters, professor of theology at McCormick Seminary, is currently engaged in re-
search and writing on the topic of theology and science. She is recipient of the Templeton Exemplary
Paper in Humility Theology for 1997, the Religion and Science Course Award for 1998, and is a grant
recipient for the year 2000 Templeton/ASA Lecture Series. Her present book project is, Down to Eart|
A Christian Theology of Nature.

Caravaggio- The Supper at Emmaus

Led by Michelle Paluch Mishur

Sunday, January 10 at 9:45 in the Auditorium

CARAVAGGIO: Baroque Master Coming soon to Chicago... One of Western art's gres
paintings: CaravaggioBhe Supper at EmmaBgginning in October, visitors to the Art In
stitute of Chicago will have had the chance to experience Caravaggio's spectacular pg
The Supper at Emmay(s601) on loan from The National Gallery in London. Dr. Michell
PaluchMishur, art historian and owner of Art Excursions, lectures on Caravaggio hig
ing this work and many others by the Italian Baroque master. She will discuss Caraval
exciting life as well as the important contributions he made to Baroque art. Having live
scholar in Rome, Dr. Paludflishur has studied Caravaggio's paintings{ir@hd in museums and in churches She
excited about this unprecedented loan especially considering the small number of Caravaggio paintings on pe
display in the United States. For residents of the greater Chicagoland area, seeing a Caravaggio of this qualit
represents a rare opportunity.
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January Adult Education

Parenting in the Age of nWhateve

The Thrills and Challenges of Raising Confident, Resilient, and Compassionate Teenagers in Chaotic Times
Led by Joan Merlo

January 17, 24, 31 at 9:45 am in the Mary Martha Lounge

I n November, Adult Education offered a 5 week parenti-n|lg c
tunities and conundrums which parenting presents, and some powerful tools for optimizing mindfulness, self confidence, gnd err
pathy for both parents and children. Each weekods @l as|s w

quests made by a number of parents of Junior High and Senior High children who attended this class, we are offeringl3 agditio
classes to more fully address the many questions and concerns of parents of teenagers. We would like to set the thefme of eac
these classes by YOUTHE PARENTS OF TEENAGERS! Pleasemil questions, concerns and challenges that you would ljke

to have discussed to Thom Cunningham, Director of Christian Educatimmr@hghamthom@comcast.nefour email and its
content will be handled in an anonymous and confidential fashion.

Joan Merlo, L.C.S.W. is a psychotherapist, teacher, and writer specializing in facilitating mindful and at-
tuned relating for parents, couples, families & individuals. She has been a staff therapist at two local hos| &
tals, the Salvation Army & Glencoe Family Services, and has served as adjunct teaching faculty for Loyol "
University. Joan has also conducted numerous ¢
cago area and suburbs. She is currently director of Soul Seasons Counseling and Therapy Services in
Highland Park. Joan raised her three children on the North Shore and is the grandmother of six.

Protestants For the Common Good

January 24, 31, February 7, 14, at 9:45 am in the Auditorium Note: class on February 7 will begin at 9 am

The Academy for the Common Good, an educational program of Protestants for the Common Good, continueq our
series exploring discipleshif?CG has presented excellent programs for us in the past, and we welcome their return
with this challenging discussion on intersections of faith and public life. In hisJmokeys into JusticeReligious
Collaboratives Working for Social Transformatjdteal Harper dedicates a chapter to P@&hat he states,

"....with a small staff and modest budget, PCG has become one of the most effective statewide mainline Protegtant
legislative advocacy organizations for social justice in the United Sta@esrie join the conversation.

January 24 The Role of the Church in Public Life The Reverend Dr. Douglas R. Sharp

The church is a community of faith, a communal expression of shared beliefs, values, opinions, attitudes and practic
that shape understanding and personal and social life. Some of these contribute to ministry that seeks social jUstice
the common good, and some are obstacles to effective social justice. This session looks closely at the relationghip b
tween beliefs and practices, and engages the reasons why some congregations exdehse¢daditivocacy.

January 31 Christian Faith in the Pursuit of Justice and the Common Good The Reverend Dr. Franklin I. Gamwell

Our work in this session will cultivate our capacity to formulate and convey the theology behind politics as a fom of
Christian witness. We will highlight our own views by way of a comparison with the theology and politics on the
Christian Right and focus especially on theological understandings of (1) justice and the common good, and (2)) the
relation between church and state.
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January Adult Education

Bi ble 101: Reintroducing the Book You Fi
Led by The Reverend Dr. Kent Organ

[{®]

Tuesdays, beginning January 5 from 7:@300 pm.

Join our owrKent Organ as he leads this extensive, yéamg Bible study. The dates for winter and spring are Janu-

ary 5 through May 11. A bonus in having Kent as our Interim Pastor is that he loves to teach. This course surJeys th
Old and New Testaments. We need 25 participants for the class to meet, so stop by the Friendly Office to pick up a
schedule and to sign up.

Jan. 5 How the Bible was Put Together

Jan. 12 Starting with tistofor ah; Gé&enessidls o Pr e

Jan. 19 God Starts Over: A Particular People Genesis 12 Exodus 1:8

Jan. 26 Moses and Exodus: the Hub &fodusk19ael 6s Fai tf|h

Recommendedarper Collins Study BiblIENRSV, 1993),The New Oxford Annotated BifldRSV, 2001), oiThe
New I nterpretNRBEM203pt udy Bi bl e

Spiritual Cinema
Led by Mary Boote

Tuesdays beginning January 5 at 7:30 pm in the Mary Martha Lounge

Spiritual Cinema returns with an emphasis on spiritual literacy, the ability to recognize the presence of the sadred in
our everyday experience®e will be working our way through an alphabet of spiritual practi€esm Attention

andBeautyto Yearning andZeal, these are steps toward wisdom and signs that Spirit is present in our activi-
ties. Each week we will watch a short film that helps us identify one of the spiritual practices and challenges Us to
bring that practice into our daily live&Ve follow the TNT schedule.

Serious Answers to Hard Questions
Led by Thom Cunningham

Thursdays, beginning January 7 at 9:15am or 12:30 pm in the Jerusalem Room

Ten Christian and Jewish theologians, world experts in their respective fields as well as people of faith, werel each

asked to address a single perplexing issue, such as the existence of evil or the relationship between religion gnd sci
ence. The result is the Serious Answers course, which will encourage energetic discussion and sustained reflgction |
both believers and seekers.

Book Club Menbés Fell owship Breakfast
S T Lal
AsStill Aliceo
S by Lisa Genova Ji?]tl;gja{’a
o Friday, January 15 8:00 am—9¥00 am
9:30am-11:00am ' in thé

in the
Mary Martha Lounge

Mary Martha Lounge
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Senior High Ministries

Christmas Outreach

Thank you to all Senior High students, families and congregation mem

e
who delivered gifts and food to Oak Terrace families on December 17. The s?affs

rs

at Oak Terrace and FPCD appreciate the support of the congregation in making

Christmas memorabl e for some f amil
that there was much joy in giving

Senior High Retreat/Ski Trip
February 27, 28, & March 1

Join us for our annual ski trip and sen
Wisconsin Dells for this faitfiilled, activity-packed trip.
This weekend retreat will be filled with fun for all.

evening there will be fellowship time to share and grow with each other.

There is limited space available so sign up early.
Reservations will be on a FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE basis.

Some of the activities available are dehifi skiing, tubing, bowling, and a water park. Eagh

Sign up online at firstpresbyterianchurchofdeerfield.org and link to the Events pags.
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